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father Labretonniere® and a brother. Father
Degonner® leaves the Saut, where his services are
not of much use, as he has great difficulty in apply-
ing himself to the study of the Iroquois language.
Father Aulneau is to pass the winter at Quebec,
there to prepare his examination of the 4th year [of
theology]. He may next spring set out with an
expedition to discover the western sea, for the court
is absolutely determined to have concerning it more
than a mere conjecture. The french who returned
this year from the upper country have informed us
that the savages told them that, eleven hundred
leagues from Quebec, there are white people wear-
ing beards who are subjects of a King; that those
people built their houses like those of the french;
that they had horses and other domestic animals.
Might they not be Tartars or stragglers from japan?
The Savages spoke about the french to these nations,
and they were delighted to learn that in Canada
there was a white nation bearded like themselves.
‘“ The french, to all appearance, are our brothers,’’
they said, ‘‘ and we would like to see them. Invite
them to come here among us.”” If this story be true,
there is there another grand opening for the Gospel.
But we cannot count much on the sincerity of the
Canadians [Indians] who have spread this report,
for there is no country in the world where more
lying is done than in Canada. The war is still
carried on against what remains of the Renard nation,
and against the other tribes which have taken them
under their protection. Father Guignas was not
taken, as it was feared, but he has had much to suffer,
for nothing can be sent him safely. For two con-
secutive years the provisions sent him have fallen



